Is popliteal angle measurement useful in early identification of cerebral palsy?
The ability of the popliteal angle test to identify infants with cerebral palsy was evaluated in a population considered to be at increased risk for early childhood impairment. The proportion of infants failing the test increased with decreasing gestational age. Over-all, the test had a sensitivity of 51 per cent and a specificity of 92 per cent: it was more sensitive but less specific for infants less than 30 weeks gestation. Only 12 per cent of infants who failed the test were subsequently diagnosed as having cerebral palsy, but the test had a high negative predictive value (99 per cent). Health visitors were asked to identify infants about whom they felt a general concern, regardless of the test results: their increased concern about an infant proved considerably more sensitive than the popliteal angle test.